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What are Livable/Sustainable 

Communities?

“Livable Communities are

where people have access 

to many different forms of

transportation and 

affordable housing…..”

Secretary Ray LaHood,

DOT
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Livable Communities

Source:  Planning Raleigh 2030
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Livability 

Livability is, “investing in a way that 

recognizes the unique character of each 

community. The era of one-size-fits-all

transportation projects must give way

to one where preserving and enhancing

unique community characteristics, 

be they rural or urban, is a primary mission

of our work rather than an afterthought.” 



Livability: Definition

Livable Communities
A livable community is one in which 

people have multiple, convenient 

transportation and housing options as 

well as destinations easily accessible to 

people traveling in and out of cars. 

The Livable Communities 

Initiative Provides transportation 

choices that promote place-based 

transportation policies that are centered 

on people.



Livability: Determined by the Public

“Livability” is dependent upon the vision 

articulated by the residents and other  

stakeholders of a community.

One Size Does Not Fit All!



HUD/DOT/EPA Sustainable 
Communities Partnership 

June 2009: Interagency Partnership for Sustainable 

Communities 

 Recognition that our water, brownfields, and air 

investments, policies, and actions can be part of 

the solution 



HUD/DOT/EPA Sustainable Communities  

Partnership’s  Guiding Principles

•Provide more transportation choices.

•Promote equitable, affordable housing.

•Enhance economic competitiveness.

•Target resources to existing  

communities.

•Coordinate and leverage federal 

policies and investments.

•Value unique characteristics of 

communities no matter their size.



Three-Agency and White House Tour

Outreach to Key Stakeholders

HUD’s Brownfields Policy Change

Executive Order (EO 13514) on Federal 
Facilities

Grant Coordination

EPA Pilots & Initiatives

Partnership for Sustainable 

Communities: Progress to Date



Partnership for Sustainable 

Communities: Progress to Date

 TIGER Discretionary Grant Program

 HUD’s Sustainable Communities 

Planning Grant Program 

 DOT Urban Circulator Projects



FHWA Headquarters Progress to Date

 Awareness Building
-CSS Clearinghouse Sponsored Livability Webinar (Sept. 2009)

-FHWA/FTA Livability Initiative Training  (October 2009)

-CTE Livability Webcast (Nov. 2009)

-Transportation and Land Use Webinar (Feb. 2010)

 Capacity Building
Livability in Transportation Guidebook 

Website

Training Agenda

Livability Research Project 



FHWA Field Offices Progress to Date

 Mid-Atlantic Sustainable Communities 

Symposium (Philadelphia, PA - Feb. 2010)

 Sustainable Communities Workshop (Louisville,  

KY- Feb. 2010)

 TX Division Office Sustainable Communities 
Workshop (Arlington, TX – March 2010)

 Region 4 Workgroup 



FHWA Field Offices Progress to Date

 Illinois Division Office participated in Region5 
HUD and EPA Kickoff meeting

 Colorado Division Office participates in Region 8 
HUD and EPA meetings

 California Division Office participates in ad hoc 
working groups in Region 9



Questions? 


